IN   GOD'S   NAME
From now onward, as peace lies prostrate, her conqueror, Count Berchtold, is "in ^ery good spirits and-proud of the count/ess telegrams of congratulation that are coming to him from every quarter." The Count's pleasant feelings, however, were of all too brief duration: two years later, when someone asked him how the war was going, he answered thus: "Leave me in peace. I got sick of the war long ago/"
The whole Austrian Press, which had hardly been able to wait for the last few weeks, rushes into print with a flourish of bellicose enthusiasm. "Serbia must be trampled underfoot"
This, the^ first day of Europe's war, is also the first on which God is mobilised, for the old Emperor is "conscious of the momentous character of my decisions^ and have taken them trusting in God's justice" He is followed two days later by the German God in the Kaiser's telegram: "I join my prayers 'with yours that God may stand by us." The Russian, reaches the mark only third; the Tsar says to the German Ambassador, pointing to Heaven: "Only One can he If us." After these three invocations they pay as^little attention to God as to men.
So it is in God's name that the first shots go up to Heaven this night. Only a few shots, but their echo will not die awayl Europe has become a land of mountains; barriers on barriers in their thousands have towered up in this first night of war between the peoples; no one can look over into his neighbour's valley, so high stand the rocks and glaciers between the men who even yesterday, despite their many tongues, understood one another so easfly, exchanged merchandise and labour, thoughts and women, Eixrope has become a land of Alps, and for that reason, the countless echoes of this first shot will take four years before they die away at last.
A Satvric Drama follows the first Serbian shots; on the 27th, when, everything depended for Count Berchtold on persuading his hesitating Emperor to sign the declaration of war, he said in his "Urgent Report" (which was com-
123pen. Has not tiie Kaiser proved that his soul is firm ? Has he not
